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Regicide Drive to summit will open to motorists Memorial Day weekend
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Three busy legislators who represent our ridge were able to join us on a perfect October day to see first-hand
the magnificent natural beauty preserved in West Rock Ridge State Park. State Senator Joseph P. Crisco, State
Representative Themis Klarides, and State Representative Lezlye Zupkus joined WRRPA president Ted Lynn,
past president and WRR Advisory Council member Bill Doheny, WRR Advisory Council member Barrie Collins,
park maintainer Jill Scheibenpflug and WRRPA directors Stephen Broker and Amy Lynn for a tour of some of
the park’s highlights.
We visited Judges Cave and the South End viewpoints, where Jill explained some of the repair work that
has been done in recent years and noted repairs and improvements that are needed, then traveled up the road to
look out over Konold’s Pond and the nearby peregrine and raven nesting areas, guided by expert Steve Broker (see
article page 8). We concluded with a short walk through the woods to the magnificent view out over Lake
Watrous. We are grateful to our legislators for joining the Connecticut Forest & Park initiative and “adopting”
West Rock Ridge State Park, and for their support of this park and all the state’s parks. We look forward to
hosting our other Hamden and New Haven representatives in the near future.
We also look forward to working with the new DEEP commissioner, Robert Klee (see article page 9). Bill
Doheny and I had the pleasure of meeting him at the annual Friends of Connecticut State Parks Day at the
Legislative Office Building, a great event organized by FCSP to showcase all of our state’s amazing parks. We
express our appreciation to former commissioner Dan Esty, who has returned to Yale Law School. We enjoyed
working with him, and anticipate a great relationship with Commissioner Klee.
– Ted (Theodore B.) Lynn, WRRPA President

LEGISLATORS VISIT OUR RIDGE: left to right: WRRPA president Ted Lynn, State Senator
Joseph Crisco, State Representative Themis Klarides, WRRPA director and former president Bill
Doheny, State Representative Lezlye Zupkus, WRRPA Director Barrie Collins
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JOIN A TRIP – DISCOVER WEST ROCK RIDGE – Explore!
“Boots on the ground” conjures up several pictures, but that is the very best way to really enjoy our famous
and spectacular ridge – whether you are canoeing or fishing in Lake Wintergreen, exploring one of the easy or
challenging trails, marveling at the spectacular “view from the top” (the south summit view by car or foot), or
the cliff-side view from any section of the 6-mile-long Regicides Trail on top).
Whether in sneakers or heavier-type shoes, please enjoy at least one of the public events listed in each issue
of RIDGELINES.

COMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Thurs., April 3, noon: Trout Stocking at Lake Wintergreen.
Join Governor Dannel Malloy, DEEP Commissioner Rob Klee, Hamden Mayor Scott Jackson, and
students from Hamden Public Schools to stock trout in preparation for Opening Day. If planning to attend,
please rsvp to Cyndy.chanaca@ct.gov.

Sat, April 26: 6th Annual Rock to Rock Earth Day Ride
Explore New Haven By Bicycle: Rock to Rock is New Haven's biggest Earth Day celebration.
Here's how it works: You and about a thousand of your neighbors travel from West Rock and East Rock, with
celebrations on both sides of the city. Along the way eat tasty food, hear great music, take on environmental
service projects, and explore our city's parks and neighborhoods.
All Are Welcome: Families and college students, serious riders and weekend warriors are all part of
Rock to Rock.
Looking for a challenge? Take our 20- mile, 40-mile, or metric century routes. Have a little kid in tow?
Join us for part of the ride. If you are riding with someone under 18, or are under 18 yourself, read more on the
website. http://rocktorock.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=cms.page&id=1015
Support Our Local Environment: Your registration fees support the organizing partners who
make Rock to Rock run: Common Ground, New Haven Urban Resources Initiative, New Haven-Leon Sister
City Project, CitySeed, Inc., and New Haven Parks Department.
When you collect pledges, you choose to support any one of 20+ great organizations, all working to
create a greener and healthier community.

Fri, May 2, 6 pm - 8:30 pm and Fri, Jun 1, 6 - 8:30 pm: Campfire and Night Hike
Experience the sights and sounds of the nocturnal forest as you stargaze, roast marshmallows, and take
a guided hike. Campfire is appropriate for all ages; guided night hike is recommended for ages 6 and up.
Campfire from 6 – 7 PM (arrive anytime), hike departs by 7:15 PM. Please bring a flashlight. This is a free
event, donations welcomed. Common Ground High School, 358 Springside Avenue, New Haven.
http://commongroundct.org/environmental-center/community-programs/

Sat, June 7, 10:30 - noon: Guided Hike to West Rock Summit
See the stunning view of New Haven and Long Island Sound from the top of West Rock Park! Hike
includes a stop at historic Judge’s Cave. The trail is of moderate difficulty, about 45 minutes of ascent and 30
minutes to go back down. Hikers of all ages and abilities are welcome. This is a free event, donations
welcomed. Common Ground High School, 358 Springside Avenue, New Haven.
http://commongroundct.org/events/guided-hike-to-west-rock-summit-2/
Park Security Numbers: Park dispatch # 24/7 is 203-287-5658
Sleeping Giant Unit (inc. West Rock): 203-287-5658
CT Environmental Conservation Police, ENCON Dispatch at 860-424-3333 (24hrs a day).
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By Jill Scheibenflug, Park Maintainer

The weather this past fall was great. We were able to continue with the storm clean-up
from Sandy at West Rock. We did a lot of work at the park entrance; we cut and chipped the
large oaks that had fallen. The bigger sections of the oak trees were cut into saw logs and
taken to the DEEP mill in Portland. We did manage to get the big root ball to fall back into
place so the entrance looks a lot better. We chipped up the brush along the red trail from the
big oaks that we cut off the trail earlier that spring after the storm. It seems weird to still be
talking about storm Sandy related work but the storm brought down a lot of trees in the park.
There are still trees down on the red trail that Tom Ebersold brought to my attention that we
will take care of as soon as the snow melts.
To make the roadside look better on the way to the South Overlook and Judges Cave we removed the brush and
logs that were lying along the roadside and we cut the stumps left by the tiger mower closer to the ground.
At Lake Wintergreen we removed the pine trees that were along the red trail that were cut earlier because they
were across the trail after the storm. This year has been a very snowy winter; we have been keeping up with the snow
removal at the Lake Wintergreen parking lot.
.

The West Rock main entrance is scheduled to get paved this summer so that’s good news

Editor’s note: Jill is a longtime park maintainer for the Sleeping Giant unit, which includes West Rock Ridge. We are
grateful for her hands-on report on what it takes to keep our park open and ready for all of us year-round. Thanks, Jill!

Trail Update

By Tom Ebersold, Volunteer WRRPA Trails Manager
Two years and a few work parties later (and a couple of mushed
fingers – not mine), the Blue Trail steps, phase 1, are done. I had huge
help on this project from assorted other people, some of whom are
pictured. Scott Howland was always eager and faithful. Others who
helped out from the crew were Ted Lynn, Tom Shillieto, and John
Rek.
Any time you are out at West Rock on your own, feel free to toss
branches off the trail, or pick up litter.
If you are hiking and see a small problem, please email me at
bikehikekayak123@sbcglobal.net. I will get out there when I can to
assess the situation. If you see a large tree across the trail, which I
would define as one-foot diameter or larger, call the park office at
(203) 287-5658. If you see any illegal park use, such as ATVs (which
I thankfully don’t see), call the Environmental Conservation Officers
at (860) 424-3333.
If anyone would like to be added to the email list for the crew,
please contact me at bikehikekayak123@sbcglobal.net. The crew
typically meets on a Saturday at 9 a.m. at the main gate and works
until noon, although I usually stay until 2 or 3 p.m. There is no set
schedule, but it tends to be once a month when the weather is
favorable, and I email people two weeks in advance.

See my blog for lots of pictures and information about the park: http://westrocktrails.blogspot.com. The state website
is http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?A=2716&Q=325276
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West Rock Ridge in Art
by Douglas Hyland, Director, New Britain Museum of American Art
[Editor’s note: Dr. Hyland has graciously allowed RIDGELINES to quote from his presentation to the New Haven Museum on Feb. 28, 2013.]

West Rock is an icon, a natural phenomenon, the same way Paris has the Eiffel Tower and New York City
its Empire State Building. It is now thought to be 200 million years old. It developed in the late Triassic period
or the early Jurassic period and is by far the most significant geological formation in the state of Connecticut.
It is a seven mile-long trap rock ridge and the highest point is 700 feet. West Rock, on the south end, is 400
feet high. It is part of the Metacomet Ridge, which extends from the Connecticut coast through Massachusetts and
up into Vermont. This is our equivalent of Niagara Falls, the Grand Canyon and the Rocky Mountains.
Fortunately, since 1975, the state of Connecticut has operated West Rock Ridge as a state park. Now more than
1800 acres, it is a preserve with many trails, Judges Cave and a lot of outcroppings with views. Unfortunately,
every day literally tens of thousands of cars go right thought the tunnel and don’t even see West Rock.
An early scene of West Rock was painted by John Warner Barber, an amazing man. He was the first person,
in 1836, to produce the CT Historical Collections Volume; 7,000 were sold and it is the first historical
compendium with engravings ever produced in the United States. He was taught by the printmaker Abner Reed,
who opened his business in 1823. This publisher-engraver specialized in religious and historical books using steel
engravings and wood engravings. In an early engraving West Rock looks a little bit like Gibraltar. Had you never
been to New Haven you would think this would be several thousand feet tall. There is this wonderful visionary
aspect to the painting, where Barber is sketching and in the landscape.
As many know, New Haven was founded in 1638 by John Davenport. New Haven was a theocracy. It was
started by zealots who wanted to create a city upon a hill, a holy commonwealth. And this commonwealth would
be an experiment in which people would flourish; they would stand alone, each congregation would choose its
own minister and through thrift and hard work, material success would be evidence of God’s favor. This element
of a theocracy, combined with hard work, agricultural pursuits and the excellent harbor of New Haven, was itself
a grand scheme to allow people to create a paradise on earth. This was integral to the aspirations of Davenport
and his childhood friend, sponsor, and provider of wealth and direction, Theophilus Eaton. It is my thesis that this
idealism, this yearning to create a paradise in which God and Man would be joined together, continued until about
1850 and reaches its apogee with the interpretation of Frederic Church’s famous West Rock painting in the New
Britain Museum.
The second artist who picked up the mantle where Barber leaves off was George Durrie, who died at age 43.
When you think about artists who create an image that helped form our view of Victorian society in New England,
it has to be through the lens and creativity of Durrie. He was born in Hartford but relocated to New Haven in
1842. He was taught by Nathaniel Jocelyn, a local engraver and painter here. He produced dozens and dozens of
portraits but really came into his own with magnificent iconic views of the winter landscape of New England.
During his lifetime Durrie sold four prints to Currier and Ives and posthumously sold six more. But what we are
going to look at today are his views of West Rock. In one you have a hunter, a few dwellings, and farm houses
in the foreground and a church in the background. And you see the rock, the basalt rock, which is very heavily
interlaced with iron, thus the appealing red color of the stone behind. But over a mere eight years you see the
transformation of the city of New Haven. They have literally cut through the earth here to create this new road;
you see a few houses in the middle ground and in the background - a factory. The first factories are being built.
Within a very, very short time, in even the brief span of Durrie’s lifetime, the population of New Haven doubled
between 1850 and 1870. So more and more people are coming to New Haven, attracted by Eli Whitney, the
American industrial system, the Winchester factory, the clock factories, and all the other factories that really take
hold almost overnight in the 1830s, 1840s , 1850s. So this is one of the earliest depictions of the factories that
were suddenly cropping up across the landscape.
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The real hero of American 19th-century painting was Thomas Cole, who was born in England. Even when you
see his photograph he has an ironic look. He is enveloped in this wonderful cape and he has an other-worldly
aspect. Cole said, “I’m not a mere leaf painter.” What he wanted to do was to transcend the topographical and
to produce the element of excitement through an understanding and appreciation of history. And not only history
but the great cycles of civilization. As a young man of 25 he went up into the wilds of the Catskills and saw this
splendid array of color. He’s been studying Claude Lorrain and his dead trees, and the sublime and the terrible
of Salvatore Rosa, the great Italian artist. And he says I want to produce something so meaningful, so
overwhelming that people will be in awe of it. In one painting, in terms of color and sweep and the landscape, you
see the dense foliage in the foreground and the outcroppings of rocks and in the distance the valley and the
clearing of the clouds that produce this vista that almost extends into infinity.
Now in 1826 one of the most important books ever published by an American author was James Fenimore
Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans. And this became a sensation overnight. At the time the Indians are seen as
very heroic. There is a romantic view of the Indian. If you look very closely at this work you will see an
American Indian pointing out the expanse but this Indian is so obscure, so hard to see, he is literally fading into
oblivion. This is the last of the Mohicans as he surveys all the territory he once controlled.

Frederic Edwin Church, West Rock, New Haven, 1849;
(Oil on canvas, 27 1/8 x 40 1/8 in.), New Britain Museum of American Art, John Butler Talcott Fund, 1950.10
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Cole went on to produce even more grandiose scenes. He was influenced by Scottish philosopher Archibald
Alison who believed that through paintings you can teach people about the ills of society and how to avoid them.
In one painting, The Course of Empire, the Savage State, you can see over a very short number of years, Cole’s
technique and size have improved and everything has a histrionic aspect to it.
Thomas Cole was the leading artist of his day and Frederic Church, who was from a wealthy Hartford family,
went to school with the founder of the New Britain Museum, John Butler Talcott. In his memoirs, Talcott said
Church would “never amount to anything because he was always looking out the window and sketching trees.”
Church’s father said, “I will not allow you to become a painter, this is a dead end, you’ll make no money,
everything will work out very badly.” Church persevered. He said, “I want no other career.”
His father was a good friend of Daniel Wadsworth, a man of great wealth and an art patron, who said, “We
will enroll him as the first and major pupil of Thomas Cole.” So in 1844 Church was apprenticed with Cole as
the number one pupil. And during this period Church developed an appreciation for nature, technique and
sensitivity but most of all he really believed that instead of being a romantic painter the way Cole was, he would
become an artist who would combine the best of romanticism with the modernity and science of the mid-19th
century.
Frederic Church wanted to go beyond Cole and within two years of leaving his mentor in 1848, Thomas Cole
died. So there was no rivalry between the former master and young pupil. This allowed Church to be on his own.
He was foremost a member of an old family that had started Hartford and had deep roots in the puritanical,
religious and political founding of Hartford. So it is totally understandable that this man, whose family was so
involved with the Congregational church, would choose as his first major painting Hooker and Company
Journeying Through the Wilderness from Plymouth to Hartford, in 1636. Only two years later the founding of
New Haven took place.
So we have a group of intrepid travelers, looking for a corner of Eden in the Connecticut valley. If you look
there are all the elements that you need to succeed: water, abundant land and in the background inevitably, the
mountain scenes. These mountain scenes most often appear in the works of Church, and have a mystical and
religious meaning to them.
But Church wanted to go beyond specific historical subjects because he thought they were too restrictive.
Then, on one of his trips through Southern New England, he discovered the glorious landscape of West Rock.
Now West Rock, when this was painted in 1848, was already surrounded as we have seen earlier, by factories,
houses, and the encroachment of man. Even by 1849 there was the element of nostalgia which was motivating
Church. He wanted to produce a perfect representation of the land around West Rock before the hand of man
destroyed the landscape. So when you look at this painting at the New Britain Museum, it is the iconic American
painting of West Rock and New Haven.
If you analyze it, what does it tell you about New Haven? It tells you that people are working very hard. They
are harvesting the hay. It is in July, the high point of the crop season, and everything is coming to fruition here.
In the foreground you see people and in the lower left you see other individuals. You see the West River here on
the right. In the middle ground, on the left, is a steeple and then the glory of West Rock in the background.
Now this was commissioned by Cyrus Field, one of the great experimenters of the 19th century. He was always
learning and experimenting, reading the latest scientific advances that were published. He is, of course, known
for laying the cable across the Atlantic. At first he did not succeed and then he succeeded, but at the end of his
career he was bankrupt, having backed so many experimental companies and been so interested in sciences and
the advances of technology that his imagination really took him to levels where obviously fantasy took over. But
in this period, 1849, Field was a close personal friend of Frederic Church. The West Rock painting was in his
collection for many years until it was purchased by Mark Hopkins in California. It was part of Hopkins collection
for many more years, and then it came to the New Britain Museum, I think, for about $800 in 1952. No one
wanted a Frederic Church or any other Hudson River painting at that time.
When you look at this painting you have to realize that Frederic Church was profoundly religious and wanted
6
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to carry on the legacy of Cole. It’s the story of democracy, the story of success, the story of hard work. At the
time it was painted in 1849, everyone who saw this painting realized it related to the story of Judges Cave and
everything that took place when the judges were given asylum in New Haven. In fact, Davenport had begun to
prepare his congregation for having the judges come here and he, over and over again in his sermons, said, “Be
not forgetful to entertain strangers; remember those in bonds as bound with them.” And he said, “Make thy
shadow as the night in the midst of the noon day. Hide the outcasts. Beware of those who spurn the unwanted.
Let mine outcasts dwell with thee Moab. Be thou a convert to them for the face of the spoiler.” Thus over and
over again John Davenport was thought to have prepared his congregants in New Haven for the arrival of Goffe
and Whalley, who were among the signers of the death warrant of Charles I and then had to flee England when
Charles’ son regained the throne.
It is reported by historians that the regicides who lived on West Rock were seldom visited. Someone brought
them food. Davenport was soundly criticized by many people for first harboring them in New Haven and then
sending them to the Rock. But as it turns out, Judges Cave was also surrounded by wild creatures from the forest,
so the safety of the tenants was very much in question. Ultimately, they were forced to leave their mountain refuge
and find shelter among men.
Today, a sign on the front of the rock cave states: “Opposition to tyrants is obedience to God”. So what
Church wanted you to know was that the regicides had been given asylum at West Rock by Davenport because
they were part of the experiment of creating a commonwealth for an ideal world in New Haven. This is a tradition
that originated with the founding of New Haven and continued well into the middle of the 19th century. It was
firmly believed by Church, who was a devout Christian and Puritan successor. He also wanted people to know
that by harboring the regicides the first step on the road to the American Revolution had not taken place at
Cambridge and Lexington and Concord, but had taken place in New Haven because the cause of freedom was
taken up by the puritans against the tyranny of the king.
Now a little bit of artistic license was taken from the start by Frederic Church. In the middle of the 19th
century there were no open fields here. It is thought that because of this interest in the concept of paradise and hard
work paying off and that God’s benediction would follow as a result of your hard work, he cleared the forest and
produced a field! And because of his family connection to Cyrus Field he also put the church steeple in the
background. So this is the visible proof of the connection between the Field and the Church families.
There is a George Durrie painting of Judges Cave, a really wonderful small painting in the New Haven
Museum. It’s amazing to me the fealty to nature, compared to a modern photograph taken by Nicole Marino on
the very same spot.
So what happened with Frederic Church? He said with West Rock, “I have done everything I can do in New
England.” He was given a large sum of money by Cyrus Field to travel the world. At that point Field had become
obsessed with Alexander von Humboldt and his book The Kosmos. The writings of Humboldt obsessed both
men. So Church increasingly turned his back on the Hudson River, New England and the East Coast and sought
the exoticism of such places as South America. He left behind his puritanical roots and embraced this new world.
He went by boat, train, and mule, and over and over again he sought to display the dramatic moment, including
the eruption of a majestic volcano. So it was the influence of Field on Frederic Church that really took him to the
next level of his productivity. His canvases became larger, his subjects became even more ambitious, but he never
again wanted to ally his message with historical events, such as the asylum of the regicides.
The last 20 or 30 years of his life he built his monument to this sophistication, Olana. How many of you have
been to Olana? Isn’t it a magnificent place? We recently exhibited a Louis Comfort Tiffany show at the New
Britain Museum. Louis Comfort Tiffany lived at about the same time as Frederic Church and they both visited
North Africa and the Holy Land. This is a sort of culmination of all of his exotic interests from a lifetime of
pursuing scientific, geological and cultural pantheism.
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Birds, Phenology and West Rock's Common Ravens
by Stephen P. Broker
Few in New England would disagree with the view that this has been a particularly harsh, cold winter with
abundant snowfall. Yet, a preliminary look at the Connecticut statewide results of the National Audubon Society
(NAS) sponsored Christmas Bird Count suggests some puzzling messages from the birds themselves. Those bird
species referred to as “semi-hardy” are migrant species that have a tendency to linger on their northeastern
breeding grounds in reduced numbers into early winter. Most individuals of these species have flown south to
warmer winter climates, but some do stay on in New England. They include wrens, Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird,
Brown Thrasher, Eastern Towhee, and also Eastern Phoebe (a New World flycatcher) and Palm Warbler.
The early winter distributions of American Robins and Yellow-rumped Warblers also are of interest, as these
species linger into early winter by switching from a diet principally made up of worms or insects to one dependent
on winter fruits, such as juniper, multiflora rose, and Asiatic bittersweet berries. An additional group of birds that
have been recorded in recent years on Connecticut CBCs includes Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, and Cave Swallow. These birds may occur in our area in very low numbers at wastewater treatment
plants (such as the one at New Haven’s East Shore) where they feed on flying insects over the water tanks as late
as December and January.
The most recent Christmas Bird Count season followed NAS requirements, extending from December 14,
2013 through January 5, 2014. These dates span the calendar start of winter, and we have been experiencing cold
weather and lots of snowfall both before and after the CBC season. West Rock Ridge is a part of what we call
Areas B and C in the New Haven Christmas Bird Count circle. What have we learned from the CBC results? No
swallows were counted in Connecticut this season. The four House Wrens, 101 Gray Catbirds, and 11 Brown
Thrashers recorded statewide were counted in fairly average numbers. But, 1,152 Carolina Wrens seen or heard
continue their very high numbers of the last 12 years. The 240 Hermit Thrushes were our third highest total for
this species in 30 years. A total of 142 Eastern Towhees is a 30-year high count, as were 20 Palm Warblers seen
on coastal counts. Additionally, 21,800 American Robins and 833 Yellow-rumped Warblers suggest that juniper
berries and other food sources were sufficient to keep these birds alive and well in high numbers in spite of the
rough winter. (Both robins and Yellow-rumps tend to be
highly variable in numbers from year to year.)
Phenology is the ecological term for the study of the
impact of climate on the seasonal occurrences of plants and
animals, including the timing of first spring flowering,
autumn leaf fall, spring and fall bird migrations, insect
hatches, and other periodicities. A great recent example of
phenology in the world of insects is the early June, 2013
emergence of hundreds of millions of Brood II Periodical
Cicadas in Connecticut, a phenomenon that will not be
repeated until 2030.
I mention the Christmas Bird Count and its contributions
to our understanding of phenology because we are now two
months into the new year, and West Rock Ridge has more to
tell us about the relation between climate and life history
strategies. A pair of Common Ravens has been nesting at
West Rock since 2002. Since my April 2003 discovery of the
raven nest on a west-facing cliff above Konold’s Pond, I
have been able to record precise dates for the start of nestbuilding, egg-laying, incubation, hatching, and fledging of
the ravens for the past 10 years. Raven young of the previous
year have a tendency to destroy the nest before they
fledge. That certainly was true in 2013. In past years, nestrebuilding by the adult pair has commenced as early as
The ravens build their nest using large and small
January 27 and as late as February 21. This year, the first
sticks, twigs, earth, moss, bark shavings, and deer
new stick was deposited on the raven nest ledge on January
hair. Six eggs in the nest, February 2014.
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20. By February 11, the nest was nearly
completely constructed. I was surprised to see that
on February 23 there were six eggs in the raven
nest, indicating that the first egg was laid between
February 12 and 18. Raven eggs are laid one a
day on consecutive days until the clutch is
complete, usually with six eggs. The earliest
previous dates for appearance of the first egg are
March 3, 2012 and March 4, 2013. In previous
years, the start of egg-laying and incubation took
place between March 6 and March 8.
Why would the raven pair begin egg-laying a
full two-to-three weeks ahead of their previously
followed schedule? The observations over the
years suggest that these bird are nesting at
progressively earlier dates. This could be a
consequence of greater maturity. (I am assuming
that it is the same pair present at West Rock since
2002, based largely on their observed behavior at
the nest site.) Hatching will take place some 25
days following the start of egg-laying and
incubation, suggesting that we will have young in
the nest between March 9 and March 16, later if
incubation is delayed. What could be the
evolutionary advantage of producing featherless,
vulnerable young with at least two more weeks of Newly hatched West Rock common ravens, March 27, 2013
potentially very cold weather? Again, this is twoto-three weeks earlier than the previous records for hatching, March 28, 2012 and March 27, 2013. It will be
interesting to see if this year’s early nest cycle is successful in terms of raising and fledging young. The ravens
will succeed if past years are any predictor, as they have fledged four to six young in most years. They and other
Christmas Bird Count species continue to provide us with intriguing information, sometimes seemingly
counterintuitive, on how to survive and thrive in a changing world.

NEW DEEP COMMISSIONER: Robert J. Klee
Robert J. Klee is the new commissioner of the CT Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection. Klee, the DEEP chief of
staff since 2001, was chosen by Gov. Dannel Malloy to succeed
Daniel C. Esty, who has returned to teach at the Yale Law School.
After graduating from Yale’s Law School, Klee earned a
degree in industrial ecology at the university’s School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies. During his legislative hearing he was
asked questions on natural gas hikes, chronic understaffing of his
agency, clear-cutting of trees along power lines, pesticides, climate
change and the shoreline, trash recycling, brownfield reclamation,
wind power, water pollution and disposing of water from hydraulic
fracking wells in other states.
DEEP Commissioner Robert Klee (left) and
WRRPA Director William Doheny at
Klee told lawmakers that the DEEP has “demonstrated that we
FCSP’s Parks Day, March 2014
can integrate environmental and energy policy and that we can
base our decisions on the environment and energy on a solid scientific and policy foundation.” He said he is
particularly interested in how to transform the state’s waste management system in order to “capture more of the
economic value of our waste stream and because that is a major challenge facing our state.”
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WEST ROCK RIDGE PARK ASSOCIATION
Address: 648 Mountain Road,
Hamden, CT 06514
http://westrockpark.wordpress.com
wrrparkassoc@comcast.net
Board of Directors
Stephen Broker, New Haven
Ann Christmann, Woodbridge
Barrie Collins, Bethany
William Doheny, Hamden
Tom Ebersold, Milford
Amy H. Lynn, Hamden
Theodore B. Lynn, Hamden
Steven Massey, Bethany
Donald Menzies, Woodbridge
Joanne Sciulli, New Haven
Nancy Specht, Hamden
Charles Walters, Hamden

Executive Board & Committees
President: Theodore B. Lynn
Secretary: Nancy Specht
Treasurer: Joanne Sciulli
Membership: Amy Lynn
Program: Nancy Specht
Trails: Tom Ebersold
Newsletter: Barrie Collins and Amy Lynn

NEW MEMBERS:
We warmly welcome the following new members to the
West Rock Ridge Park Association:
HOW TO JOIN OR RENEW
Send your name, address, phone number, and email address,
along with your dues to
WRRPA Membership,
648 Mountain Road, Hamden, CT 06514
Annual dues: $10, Supporting: $20, Life: $150.
Make checks payable to: West Rock Ridge Park Assoc.
Please include your interests:
Programs, Trail Work, Newsletter,
Legislative/Political Action, Membership.
Your membership helps improve the park!
We welcome volunteers, on any committee!
Photo Credits: 1, 8, 9, 10 Stephen Broker; 3 Tom Ebersold;
9 Ted Lynn

WEST ROCK RIDGE PARK ASSOCIATION
648 Mountain Road
Hamden, CT 06514

FIRST CLASS
MAIL

State Representative Themis Klarides, State Senator Joseph Crisco
and State Representative Lezlye Zupkus toured some of
West Rock’s highlights on a beautiful day last October.
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