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* Regicide Drive to summit view open to motorists through October 29*  
    

     From the President:  As we head into another glorious but dry fall, it is easy to enthuse on the great
activities in the park or about the park and its wildlife.  You will see in the Coming Events (page 2) that there is
a nature walk and a Peregrine falcon talk this month, and of course you can always enjoy the park any day of the
week.

Active citizen participation continues to be essential to ensuring that WRR and our other state parks remain
vital for all to enjoy.

Please also stay informed about the State budget:  This year’s Parks Department budget already represented
a 40% cut from the prior year, and all state parks and all citizens felt the impact, with seasonal staff cut, lifeguard
hours and numbers cut, and campgrounds closed early. 

There is some hope that the coming year’s budget will recognize the value of state parks and the need to
provide funds, and will create a dedicated fund for the parks.  One option, the so called Passport to the Parks
appears to be popular with both sides and might end up in a final budget bill.  This funding source would be a fee
added to motor vehicle registration in exchange for free admission to all of the state parks.  Depending on the size
of the fee, this could be sufficient to keep the parks funded at a level that could be sustainable.  Of course the devil
is in the details, so please take a few minutes to talk with your state legislators, to express your support for this
idea and for adequately funding this essential state resource – our parks.

Please also talk with your legislators about SJ39.  This bill, which passed the legislature in 2016, must also
pass this coming year in order to then make it on the ballot for the general election. As CFPA’s Eric Hammerling
explains, this important legislation, which many other states already have, will “require a public hearing and a two-
thirds supermajority vote before state-owned public lands such as state parks and forests could be sold, swapped,
or given away. Under current law, public land parcels are often swapped, sold or given away in an annual
“conveyance bill” that is often written or changed in the closing days of the session with little or no public input
and a simple majority vote.” SJ 39 has broad bi-partisan support, and it is important that it get addressed in 2018,
and not get missed in the year-end rush, as it did this past year.

Active citizens created this park, and we must all remain active citizens to ensure the protection of
Connecticut’s State parks.

Be sure to check out the Coming Events on page 2.                                   –Ted (Theodore B.) Lynn

Ovenbird: 

One of several species 

newly-confirmed as breeding in

 West Rock Ridge State Park.  

For more information, 

see article on page 5.
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Coming Events – Mark your Calendar

New Haven Bird Club presentation by Steve Broker: Return of the Peregrine
Thursday, October 12, 2017,  Social half-hour at 7:00, program begins at 7:30  
Whitney Center, Cultural Arts Center, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Hamden, CT 

Steve discusses the five known nest sites of peregrines in Connecticut
during the period 1850-1948. He then summarizes his ongoing studies of the
peregrines that have been nesting at West Rock Ridge State Park in Woodbridge
since his discovery of a pair of falcons there in 1999. Peregrine life history
strategies are the focus of these studies: territoriality, behavior, vocalizations,
foraging, mating, nest site selection and preparation, egg-laying, care of nestlings,
nest success, and the changing local population of adults. In the 2000 breeding
season, the West Rock peregrines produced the first egg to be laid on a
Connecticut cliff in 60 years. 

Steve Broker has worked in science education for the past 45 years. He taught high school science in the
New Haven Public Schools for 23 years and participated in the Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute for many years
as a fellow, representative, and a member of the Yale National Initiative. His university teaching as adjunct
lecturer included courses in ecology and forest & wetland ecology (University of New Haven), biology
(Quinnipiac University), and teaching of science (Yale Teacher Preparation Program). Steve is President of the
Connecticut Ornithological Association and a past President of the New Haven Bird Club (1991-1993).    For
more information: www.newhavenbirdclub.org or call Gail Martino   617-504-7205.

 

Fall Nature Walk on West Rock Ridge
Saturday, October 14, 10am -Noon
   

Join us for an easy, autumn nature walk along Baldwin Drive on the northern end
of West Rock Ridge State Park. Meet at the corner of West Shepard Ave. and
Rayzoe Terrace in Hamden. Co-sponsored with the Hamden Land Conservation
Trust and the West Rock Ridge Park Association. Rain date is Sunday, October 15. 
Leader: Jim Sirch, Education Coordinator, Yale  Peabody Museum of Natural
History

Public Information Meeting on the West Rock Ridge Tunnel Project
Wednesday, October 18, 2017

Open forum will begin at 6:30p.m., followed by a formal presentation at 7:00 p.m.
Hamden Memorial Town Hall, 2370 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT
(see article page 6)

          Important Park Security Numbers.             Take these with you when you visit or hike:

Park dispatch # 24/7 is 203-287-5658
Sleeping Giant Unit (inc. West Rock): 203-287-5658

CT Environmental Conservation Police, ENCON Dispatch at 860-424-3333 (24 hrs a day). 

If you see ATV’s or other violations, 
please call the State Environmental Conservation Police   860-424-3333.
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  West Rock Ridge Memories: Dan Barvir
 

My association with West Rock Ridge started in 1973 as
a student at Southern Connecticut State University, where I
earned a BS degree in recreation and an MS in wildlife
biology. Being a lover of nature since childhood I regularly
volunteered at the West Rock Nature Center, as a part of my
degree. This is where I met Tony Consenza, noted director of
the city park. He tutored me in the way of becoming a park
ranger.

Over the years I have spent time exploring the West Rock
Ridge as an escape from civilization and learned of its great
biodiversity. In 1985, just after Hurricane Hugo hit New
Haven, I was hired as the East Rock Park ranger by the city of
New Haven and became steward of West Rock's sister
mountain for the next 32 years.

I have led many nature walks at West Rock Ridge to
educate the public on local birds, butterflies, wildflowers,
reptiles and amphibians. At the New Haven Parks Dept., I
have also organized many canoeing and kayaking trips at Lake 
Wintergreen for summer camp children.

*   *   *   *   *

Fishing has always been a part of my outdoor life. In pursuit of fresh water fish species close to home, I have
always found Lake Wintergreen on the southeast side of West Rock Ridge a great place to escape to. When the
state of CT took control of  this entire ridge (after the WRRPA led the long successful fight for state park
designation), it created the second largest state park, creating many recreational opportunities, including fishing.

In those days the lake was rather shallow, with a lot of emergent vegetation, perfect for Large-mouth Bass.
These finned predators sustain themselves on the abundant pond life found there. Small fish, frogs and insects all
are part of their diet. It is always great to see bass big and small, in August and September jumping out of the
water to snack on many  species of dragonflies skimming over the lake.

At one point CT's DEEP decided to deepen the lake to provide better fish habitat and to offer more
recreational opportunities, like canoeing and kayaking. This also allowed the lake to be stocked with Trout by
providing cooler waters that they require. Later Channel Catfish were added to the lake's stocking program. These
fish offer fishermen the chance to catch a large fish that is good to eat.

Other fresh water game fish that can be found there are so called "Pan fish," like Bluegills, Calico Bass and
Yellow Perch.

When you are out on the lake or just taking a hike in the park you will be impressed by the bountiful wildlife
and plant life found there. 

The water, rocks, woodlands, swamps and vistas all make this place special, and I am glad I have had the
chance to care for it in my brief time on earth.

[ Editor's note: Dan has received many honors as a park ranger, including CT Environmental Educator of the
Year (1995), Audubon CT Excellence Award (2007), New Haven Bird Club President's Award (2007), and New
Haven Parks Dept Award]

 

.
     

       Dan Barvir with Gyrfalcon

Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a series of articles on West Rock Ridge memories. 
 If you would like to contribute an essay or article to this series,

 please email us at wrrparkassoc@comcast.net.

We would love to hear from you!
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Stranded dog on West Rock focus of multi-agency rescue
By New Haven Register Staff, 5:42 pm, Saturday, August 26, 2017

 

HAMDEN –  Two municipal fire departments, a central command hub, an animal control officer and a state
agency coordinated their efforts Saturday morning to save a dog trapped on a ledge at West Rock Ridge State
Park, according to a press release.

Hamden firefighters responded to a call from Hamden Central Communications, which relayed the call from
the Woodbridge Animal Control officer and the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.
The Woodbridge Fire Department also responded, the Hamden Fire Department release said.

A dog was stranded on a ledge off the western cliffs overlooking Woodbridge. The ledge was not safely
accessible from below, the release said.

Firefighters had to set up a rope system so that Firefighter Scott Blake could be lowered down to the dog.

Eventually, the release said, Blake gained the trust of the pit bull mix, which was suffering from exposure.

Blake used animal control equipment to take hold of the dog and both of them were then lowered farther
down the cliff to where Woodbridge firefighters were waiting to transport the dog out of the park.

Then Hamden firefighters pulled Blake back up the cliff, according to the release.

The two-hour operation ended with the dog in the care of Woodbridge Animal Control, which has been
unable to identify the owner, the release said.

Information on the dog’s condition is available from Woodbridge Animal Control.

Video of the lifting operation can be found on the Hamden Fire Department Twitter feed.

[Editor's Note: 

An unidentified person had heard the dog howling and phoned the incident in.  It is believed the dog was
pushed off the cliff because there is no other way he could have landed on the ledge on which he was trapped. An
older dog, he is not hyper and " just wants hugs," according to a staff member at the District Regional Animal
Control in Woodbridge. No one has claimed the dog and he is now up for adoption and looking for his "forever
home.." Anyone interested may visit the shelter at 135 Bradley Rd. (off Rt. 69) or call 203-389-5991 for more
information.]

     

     Waiting for his “forever home” – 

                and lots of hugs
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The New Connecticut Bird Atlas

by Stephen P. Broker

We know from two centuries of scientific research in geology, botany, ecology, evolutionary biology,
archaeology, and history that West Rock is of great importance to the natural and human histories of Connecticut. 
In future Ridgelines articles, I will highlight some of the research that has taken place at West Rock since
Benjamin Silliman’s early nineteenth century geological descriptions of the ridge.  For now, I will describe the
five-year Connecticut Bird Atlas that began this year to document the breeding, wintering, and migrating birds
of Connecticut.  West Rock Ridge has been recognized as an Important Bird Area in the state, and the Atlas gives
us another opportunity to collect data on the bird populations that occupy the ridge through the year.

The State Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) has joined with the University of
Connecticut to sponsor the state’s second bird atlas.  Atlas project leaders are Min Huang (Migratory Bird Program
Leader at DEEP Wildlife Division) and Chris Elphick (Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology,
University of Connecticut).  From 2017 through 2021, professionals in ornithology will carry out computer
modeling and active birders will conduct field research on our bird populations, learning about where and when
more than 400 bird species can be found in the state and developing the resources that can inform land
management decisions for state and local governments, conservation organizations, and private land holders.

This year, a post-doctoral fellow at UConn is building models of bird distributions using current data.  During
the next three years, hundreds of volunteer field observers will check all 600 atlas blocks around the state to
determine which bird species are present, and they will identify confirmed, probable, or possible nesters with the
use of a standardized breeding bird code.  

Possible breeders include singing males in suitable habitat.  Probable breeders include pairs of birds in
suitable habitat, or courtship behavior observed.  Confirmed breeders include nest building, nest with eggs or
young, recently fledged young, or adults feeding young.  This atlas project is special in that wintering bird
distributions (in December and February) and migrating birds (fall and spring) also will be determined through
fieldwork.  

Connecticut’s first Breeding Bird Atlas was conducted during the five-year period of 1982-1986.  More than
500 people contributed their time and efforts to record 189 bird species as exhibiting breeding behavior and to
confirm 173 species as nesters.  Extensive field work was carried out at West Rock (atlas block 095A of the New
Haven topographic map), which has a diversity of habitats including ridge top, gradual east-facing and precipitous
west-facing slopes, and surrounding river and lake environments distributed over some 1,700 acres.  

West Rock is the second largest of Connecticut’s state parks.  Atlas results for block 095A included 53
confirmed breeders, 32 probable breeders, and 28 possible breeders for a total of 113 species.  Only 35 atlas blocks
achieved more than 100 species exhibiting breeding behavior, most of them in the northwestern part of the state. 
In the 30 years since completion of the atlas, my continued fieldwork has confirmed many more breeding birds
at West Rock, including species found earlier to be possible or probable breeders and more recently arriving
species, such as Peregrine Falcon and Common Raven.  The new Connecticut Bird Atlas is certain to add to our
knowledge of the rich natural history of West Rock.  

Scarlet Tanager – a confirmed breeder at WRR Blue-winged Warbler – a confirmed breeder at WRR
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DOT Moves Ahead With Tunnel Project

By Tom Ebersold

   The Conn. Department of Transportation (DOT) has

conducted two public meetings regarding the planned
reconstruction of the West Rock Tunnel, officially known as
Heroes Tunnel. 

A third meeting is planned in Hamden, on October 18,
2017 at Hamden Memorial Town Hall, 2370Whiteny Avenue. 
Open forum will begin at 6:30p.m., followed by a formal
presentation at 7:00p.m. 

A full article on the Sept. 16, 2016 meeting in Woodbridge
was published in the fall 2016 issue of Ridgelines, available on
the park association website.

The second meeting took place June 7, 2017 at the City of New Haven, Hall of Records. About 60 people
attended each meeting. The West Rock Ridge Park Association was represented at both meetings by board
members Ted Lynn, Bill Doheny, and myself.

The state has hired the engineering firm of CDM Smith to manage the project. CDM Smith is preparing an
environmental impact assessment and evaluation, and will create a preliminary design of the preferred alternative
for the tunnel updates.

Professional Engineer Mike Egan from CDM Smith is the project manager. In June, Egan said the 1,200 foot
long two tunnel barrels are 28 feet wide with 11-foot wide shoulders, and six-inch wide shoulders. The safety
walks along the side are 2.5 feet wide.

Highway standards require 12-foot wide lanes with an eight-foot wide left shoulder and a 10-foot wide right
shoulder. He said the tunnel requires a width of 50 feet for two lanes with shoulders and two four-foot wide
sidewalks (he called them "curbs") for emergency access.

The present tunnel does not comply with tunnel standards and requirements with regard to geometrics,
ventilation, and emergency systems, and has no fire safety system. The narrow shoulders make it difficult for
emergency response providers.

Inspections have identified significant deterioration, including ground water infiltration in the walls and
ceilings, resulting in stalactites with freeze/thaw conditions and falling icicles. The PowerPoint contains pictures
of the tunnel walls and ceiling, showing metal rebar visible in areas where water infiltration has damaged the
concrete, prompting the DOT to chip away the damaged concrete.

Water also flows through construction joints in the ceiling and down through the ventilation shaft. Frequent
maintenance requires tunnel closures and shifting traffic to the other barrel, mostly at night. These maintenance
issues are expected to only grow worse.

 Tunnel Plans Options 

Egan presented some highlights from a 2014/2016 report CDM Smith prepared. Potential options that have
been studied include the following:

-Rehabilitate one tunnel by completely shutting down one barrel at time or doing a partial shutdown of one
barrel. 

-Construct a new one-lane or a new two-lane tunnel (which are two separate options) and rehabilitating the
existing tunnels

-Enlarging the existing tunnels, while maintaining traffic flow using a protective shield

-Construct a temporary bypass tunnel, then enlarging the existing tunnels 
6                                                                                                                               Ridgelines, Fall 2017



The first option is not viable because of
the traffic implications. The potential
economic impact to these backups is estimated
at $700 million. This choice also results in
barrels that are still too narrow, and would
continue to have problems with structural
integrity and ground water infiltration. Solving
the water problems would require installing a
waterproof membrane with a new concrete
liner connected to a drainage system. This
project would cost about $20 million. 

The reconstruction options would allow
for continued traffic flow as construction is
taking place. They would also result in a
tunnel that would meet modern design

standards. Any of these options have estimated costs of $200 million to $250 million.

Egan said if the state blasted a new tunnel, it would have to meet modern design standards. He said the tunnel
could be built with a curve to avoid impacting the DOT maintenance facility on Pond Lily Avenue in New Haven
and the West Rock Nature Center on Wintergreen Avenue.

"There will be very little to no impacts to the West Rock Nature Center," said Egan. 

In June, DOT Engineer David Cutler said it was too early to say which option the DOT was considering
because more work still needs to be done. 

At the June meeting, Cutler outlined the steps that would be taking place in the following six to nine months.
These include early field work (a topographical survey, endangered species survey, and an archaeological survey).

In the following 18 months (from June), work would include work to comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) . This includes an environmental
assessment and an environmental impact evaluation. By fall 2019, Cutler predicts the preliminary design would
be complete, with a final design by fall 2021, and construction starting in spring 2022.     

More Information Available

       The DOT created a website for the tunnel project at
 http://www.ct.gov/dot/cwp/view.asp?a=3893&amp;q=585986 with two historical documents, plus the PDF copy
of a PowerPoint that summarizes the major details of the project. The PowerPoint has information about the
current concerns and options for correcting the problems. The PowerPoint ends with a non-existent link to the
DOT tunnel website; the link above is the real one.

One interesting document on the DOT page is a 38-page typed report from 1950, giving facts, figures, and
many historical photos of the tunnel construction. The document describes the various options that were
considered and why the current design was the best choice and location for a tunnel. The document is titled "The
West Rock Tunnel on the Wilbur Cross Parkway, New Haven, 1948-1949" and was compiled by the Connecticut
State Highway Department.

The photo pages appear to be an old-style black paper onto which the photos were glued. The other historical
document is 68 pages worth of engineering drawings for the tunnel. This would be of particular interest to
engineers and architects.

Public Information Meeting on the West Rock Ridge Tunnel Project

Wednesday, October 18, 2017

        Open forum will begin at 6:30p.m., followed by a formal presentation at 7:00p.m.

        Hamden Memorial Town Hall, 2370 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT
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                                                          Book Celebrates Traprock Ridges
By Tom Ebersold, Volunteer Trails Manager

                                          For those interested in the traprock ridges that define central Connecticut, I
recommend reading The Traprock Landscapes of New England: Environment, History,
and Culture, written by Peter M. LeTourneau with photographs by Robert Pagini. The
book was published in 2017 by Wesleyan College Press as a Driftless Connecticut
Series Book, which is described as “an outstanding book in any field on a Connecticut
topic or written by a Connecticut author."

LeTourneau is a professor in the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
at Wesleyan University, while Pagini is a photographer whose pictures have been featured in various outdoors
publications. Both men are Meriden natives so, not surprisingly, the Metacomet Ridge in central Connecticut is a
definite focus of the book.

The book covers the geography, geology, and ecology of the ridges, pointing out their importance and giving
reasons why they should be preserved. It also discusses the influence their beauty has had on artists. The book closes
with the recommendation that the area be designated the Connecticut Valley National Heritage Corridor.

LeTourneau provides detailed information about all these topics, writing in a readable style. Pagini finds beauty
in both the big picture with photographs from various high peaks, showing the wide vistas visible from the top, and
also in small details of such things as lichen, salamanders, and wildflowers.

The book is a bit challenging to read because the essays by LeTourneau that are spread out over many pages are
interrupted by multi-page photographic spreads. It would be easier for the reader if these photo pages were clustered
at natural breaks in the narrative. The title is a bit of a misnomer, as the book concentrates on Connecticut with some
information about the ridges in Massachusetts. 

From a West Rock perspective, important information is missing and the paragraph on the famous judges has
several errors. The book discusses various parks that were created to preserve the traprock highlands and never
mentions West Rock Park, the New Haven park that protected the southern end of the ridge back to the 1800s, and
West Rock Ridge State Park, which was created in 1975 by the General Assembly. The state took ownership of West
Rock Park in 1982 and purchased the Lake Wintergreen property from the old New Haven Water Co. in 1984.

The book mentions that the Sleeping Giant Association “was the primary force behind the establishment of
Sleeping Giant State Park.” It is important to mention that the West Rock Ridge Park Association was the primary
force in the creation of the state park, thus saving the ridge.

With regard to the judges, on page 182 of the book, it mentions Judges Cave (misspelling it as Judge’s Cave), and
writes “according to legend, three English magistrates John Dixwell, Edward Whalley, and William Goffe, sought
refuge in the early 1660s.” As the plaque on the cave correctly states, only Whalley and Goffe hid out at the cave. The
book correctly notes that Goffe and Whalley later fled to Hadley, Mass., “where Goffe reportedly lived the rest of his
life in anonymous exile under the shadows of Mount Holyoke; the fate of the others is less certain, although
gravestones bearing their initials suggest that all three were eventually interred in New Haven.”

Having read many articles and books on the judges, the historical record (not legend) clearly states that Dixwell
moved to New Haven under the assumed name of John Davids, got married, had children, and is buried behind Center
Church on the New Haven Green. Whalley and Goffe are believed to have died and were buried in Hadley. We have
no conclusive evidence for where they are buried. I cannot imagine that someone would transport their bodies through
85 miles of wilderness, including crossing the Metacomet Ridge, just to bury them in New Haven.

These omission and errors aside, the book is well worth reading. I bought a copy and suggest others with an
interest in traprock ridges do the same. The list price of $24.99 for this softcover-only book is very reasonable, given
the fact that this is a full color book with many photos.

The dedication page mentions Jelle Zeilinga de Boer (1934-2016), former professor of earth science at Wesleyan
University. De Boer wrote New Haven’s Sentinels: The Art and Science of East Rock and West Rock in 2013. It is
another title in the Driftless Connecticut series. Featuring photographs by John Wareham, this book by its very title
has plenty of information about West Rock, and is worthy of purchase by those who just can’t get enough of traprock
ridges. The list price is $30 for the hardcover, with no paperback version available.
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Connecticut Walk Book 20  Edition Has Arrivedth

By Tom Ebersold, Volunteer Trails Manager
[Editors Note: this review updates the preview of the book in Ridgelines Spring 2017]

The 20  edition of the Connecticut Walk Book: The Complete Guide to Connecticut’s Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails wasth

published in spring 2017. The softcover book has a list price of $30 and is published by Wesleyan University Press.
This is the official guide produced by the Connecticut Forest and Park Association (CFPA) for its network of 825

miles of Blue-Blazed Trails, including the Regicides, Quinnipiac, Sanford Feeder, and Westville Feeder at West Rock Ridge
State Park. This is the comprehensive and only guide to this statewide trail network. For the first time, CPFA has contracted
with an outside company to publish the book.

This is the first update since the book was previously published in 2005 as the Connecticut Walk Book East and 2006
as the Connecticut Walk Book West. There are new trails and many changes to existing trails, making this volume an
essential purchase for anyone planning to hike these trails.

The two-edition walk book was created in celebration of the approximate 75  anniversary of the original book, whichth

was published in 1937. The two thick volumes of that edition included turn-by-turn narratives, photographs, mileage tables,
and essays on topics related to the trails.

The 20  edition returns to the one-book format with a minimalist approach, designed to keep the book to a reasonableth

size. Each trail gets a short introduction of a few paragraphs and a map. Longer trails also have a mileage table, indicating
major points along the trail. Unlike previous editions, there are no turn-by-turn descriptions, which were really not
necessary, as the mileage table conveys the essential information. “Hidden” inside the front cover is a fold-out map of
Connecticut, showing an overview of where trails are located.

One big change from more recent editions is that the book has a binding, rather than using a ring format with
removable pages. As a result, some map details are hard to see where two pages join, and even with the supposed lay-flat
binding, it is difficult to scan or copy maps. Fold-out maps would have addressed this problem. Hikers also cannot remove
and take with them the description and map for a particular trail.

The new book sometimes includes non-CFPA trails on state, town, and land trust properties, such as showing the trail
locations at West Rock, which the previous editions did not have. Those trails are shown as a line that does not indicate
the trail color. The book encourages people to visit the website for the local trails and download a map (if available) for
a more-detailed look at a particular area.

A desirable future feature would be a link to a password-protected website where people who purchase the book could
download a copy of the maps to phones or computers, so they could print them, rather than trying to photocopy or scan
them.

Unfortunately, the new book also has no information on the trailheads, such as a street address or approximate starting
location, the number of parking spaces, and directions to the trailhead. Hikers have to use the “Blue Trails Interactive Map”
on the CFPA website at https://www.ctwoodlands.org/blue-blazed-hiking-trails/blue-blazed-hiking-trails-interactive-map
for this information. The website has a link to Google maps, but that only lists street names (no numbers) and uses GPS
coordinates, which cannot easily be input into a car-based GPS.

Those who own the older editions should keep them as a reference, as they have the essays, turn-by-turn descriptions
(for those interested in them), and other information not in the new edition. The Regicides Trail section has essays entitled
“West Rock and the Landscape Artists” and “Judges Cave.”

There are so many changes to the trails since the 2005/2006 editions that these older versions are not reliable sources
of information. Changes include trail extensions and relocations, new trails, and abandonment of trails. Using the Paugussett
Trail in Shelton and Monroe as an example, the trail has a southern extension not in the 2006 edition. 

However, due to the production time for the 2017 edition, even the current edition does not reflect recent work done
on this trail. As one example, the 2017 book shows a Blue-Yellow spur trail to Birchbank Mountain, when the trail was
relocated to go directly to this overlook, and the former trail path in this area has been reblazed Blue-White as the spur trail.
In spring 2017, CFPA did a relocation of the trail by Indian Well, adding a much-needed switchback, replacing a steep,
eroded section of trail. These changes are documented on the interactive map, which should be a first stop for anyone before
they head out on any Blue Trail.

I wrote a revised description for the Regicides, Sanford Feeder, and Westville Feeder Trails that appears in the new
book. As I am familiar with other trails, I also wrote descriptions for the Lillinonah Trail and the Zoar Trail in the
Paugussett State Forest in Newtown.

Purchasing the book helps support CFPA’s work on trails and conservation. The book is available at bookstores and
outdoors stores, and may be purchased in person at the CFPA headquarters, 16 Meriden Rd. (Rt. 66), Rockfall
(Middlefield), weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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WEST ROCK RIDGE PARK ASSOCIATION

Address: 648 Mountain Road, 
Hamden, CT 06514
http://westrockpark.wordpress.com
wrrparkassoc@comcast.net

Board of Directors
Stephen Broker, New Haven
Barrie T. Collins, Bethany
William Doheny, Hamden
Tom Ebersold, Milford
Amy H. Lynn, Hamden
Theodore B. Lynn, Hamden
Steven Massey, Bethany
Donald Menzies, Woodbridge
Joanne Sciulli, New Haven
Nancy Specht, Hamden
David Taddei, Hamden
Paul Wetmore, Hamden

Executive Board & Committees
President: Theodore B. Lynn
Secretary: Nancy Specht
Treasurer: David Taddei
Membership: Amy Lynn
Program: Nancy Specht
Trails: Tom Ebersold
Newsletter: Barrie Collins & Amy Lynn

                        
                   NEW MEMBER          
We warmly welcome the following new member to

the West Rock Ridge Park Association:
                                                                                 
         Shirley Rayner, Woodbridge 

HOW TO JOIN OR RENEW
Send your name, address, phone number, and email

address, along with your dues to: 

             WRRPA Membership, 

             648 Mountain Road, Hamden, CT 06514

Annual dues: $10, Supporting: $20, Life: $150.

Make checks payable to: 

                                                                                 
           West Rock Ridge Park Association  

Please include your interests.  We need help!

Programs, Trail Work, Newsletter,         
Legislative/Political Action, Membership. 

* Your membership helps improve the park! *

We welcome volunteers, on any committee!  

Photo Credits: 1, 2, 5, 10  Stephen Broker

WEST ROCK RIDGE PARK ASSOCIATION
648 Mountain Road
Hamden, CT 06514

Common Raven: confirmed as breeding in West Rock Ridge State Park.
           Connecticut Bird Atlas website will launch soon.
      DEEP and UCONN will undertake a 5-year survey of 
       breeding, wintering, and migrating birds in Connecticut.  
                               See article, page 5
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mailto:wrrparkassoc@comcast.net

